
åtete nt WenneßÅee

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 192

By senators Burks, Marrero, Barnes, Beavers, Bell, Berke, campfield, Growe, Faulk, Finney,
Ford, Gresham, Harper, Haynes, Henry, Herron, Johnson, Kelsey, Ketron, McNally, Norris,

overbey, Roberts, southerland, stewart, summerville, Tate, Tracy, watson, woodson, yager,
Mr. Speaker Ramsey

and

Representatives Gurtiss, Haynes, Armstrong, Bass, Harry Brooks, campbell, camper, carr,
Casada, Gobb, Coley, Cooper, Dean, John Deberry, Lois DeBerry, Dennis, Dunn, Eldridge,

Evans, Faison, Fitzhugh, Floyd, Ford, Forgety, Gilmore, Gotto, Halford, Hall, Hardaway,
Harmon, Harrison, Hawk, Hensley, Hill, curtis Johnson, phillip Johnson, Jones, Keisling,

Kernell, Lollar, Lundberg, Maggart, Marsh, Matheny, Mailock, McCormick, McDaniel,
McDonald, McManus, Don Miller, Larry Miller, Montgomery, Moore, Naifeh, Niceley, Odom,

Parkinson, Pitts, Powers, Pruitt, Ramsey, Rich, Richardson, Roach, Sanderson, Sexton,
Shaw, Shepard, Shipley, Sontany, Sparks, Stewart, Swann, TÍdwell, Tindell, Todd, Towns,

Johnnie Turner, Mike Turner, watson, weaver, white, Kent williams, Ryan williams, windle,
Wirgau, Womick, Madam Speaker Harwell

A RESOLUTION to designate the week of April 10-16, 2Q11, as "National Crime Victims'Rights
Week" in Tennessee.

WHEREAS, 23 million Americans are victims of crime each year, and, of those, 5.2 million
are victims of violent crime; and

WHEREAS, despite the recent reduction in the rate of crime, far too many persons stilt suffer
the impact of crime; and

WHEREAS, crime victims play an indispensable role in bringing offenders to justice; and

WHEREAS, victims of crime are no less deserving of respect, resources, restoration and
justice than the offenders who victimize them; and

WHEREAS, this legislative body recognizes that our response to crime victims plays an
important role in their efforts to rebuild their lives following the offenses committed against them; let
all of us - policymakers, those in the criminal justice system, counselors, clergy members, and
members of the general public - do what we can to respond to victims of crime compassionately and
respectfully; and

WHEREAS, while our State has adopted many effective laws to protect the rights of victims
of crime and provide them with certain essential services, all of us must do what we can to adhere
not only to the letter of victims' rights laws, but to the spirit of those laws as well; let us acknowledge
that just as government must be open to its citizens, so our system of justice must be open to
victims of crime; and

WHEREAS, as we carry crime victims'rights into 2011 and beyond, we must recognize
"Every Victim, Every Time," striving to pay tribute to crime victims and survivors and recognizing
Tennessee's countless victim service providers who do amazing work for crime victims each day;
and

WHEREAS, despite signifìcant progress in providing rights and services to crime victims over
the past two decades, large segments of our population, including crime victims who are elderly,
disabled, or living in rural areas, are still underserved; and

WHEREAS, the bells of liberty are ringing across America in support of the millions of
survivors of crime and their families and advocates, all of whom deserve justice; as a Nation devoted
to liberty and justice for all, the United States of America must increase its efforts to protect, restore,
and expand crime victims' rights and services; and
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WHEREAS, let us acknowledge all of those who work, often as volunteers, on behalf of
crime victims, the many law enforcement offìcers, prosecutors, victim service providers, corrections
officers, parole and probation officers, counselors, physicians, healthcare professionals, and the
many others whose dedication and service to crime victims help to lessen their trauma and assist in
their personal recoveries; and

WHEREAS, this General Assembly adm¡res and appreciates those victims and survivors of
crime who have turned personal tragedy into a motivating force. not only to improve the rights and
treatment of other victims of crime, but also to build a better, more just community; and

WHEREAS, the State of Tennessee is proud to join forces with victim serv¡ce programs,
criminal justice officials and concerned citizens throughout Tennessee and the United States of
America to observe "National Crime Victims' Rights Week"; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE ONE HUNDRED SEVENTH GENERAL
ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
CONCURRING, that we hereby designate the week of April 10-16,2011 , as "National Crime Victims'
Rights Week" in Tennessee.

BE lT FURTHER RESOLVED, that we reaffirm our commitment to address victims' rights
and criminal justice issues during the 2011 Tennessee "Crime Victims' Rights Week" and throughout
the year.

BE lT FURTHER RESOLVED, that an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared for
presentation with this fìnal clause omitted from such copy.
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